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China— CEEC Regional and Local Cooperation in the
Context of the “Belt and Road” Initiative: An Analysis of

A Multi — level Cooperation Mechanism
Zang Shumei

Abstract; In the context of the “Belt and Road” Initiative(BRI), the regional and local coop-
eration plays a more and more important role in the Sino— Europe cooperation process. There is a
kind of diversity in the regional and local cooperation between China and Central and Eastern Eu-
rope. The bigger cities have the bigger demands of the cooperation. By far, there is a preliminary
mechanism for the regional and local cooperation between China and Central and Eastern Europe-
an Countries(CEEC), which includes “China— CEEC Mayors Forum”, “China— Europe Freight
Trains” and “International Friendship Cities”, etc. Since the year of 2006, the cooperation be-
tween the Chinese regional policy and EU’s regional policy has been promoted. The International
Urban Cooperation (IUC— Asia) could be thus included in the framework of the China— CEEC
regional and local cooperation. The BRI should respect the diversity of the local societies to pur-
sue a Win— Win common development.

Keywords: the “Belt and Road”; “16+17(“17+1"); Central and Eastern Europe (CEEC) ;

Regional and Local Cooperation; Multi—level Governance; EU’s Regional Policy
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